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Ibn 'Um ar  (m ay Al lah be pleased with h im ) 
saw a shepherd with som e sheep in  a bad 
place and saw a place which was better  than i t . 
H e told h im , "W oe to you , shepher d ! M ove 

them ! I  hear d  the M essen ger  of  Al l ah  sal l a 

al l aahu  al ayh i  w a sal am  say, 'Ever y 

shepher d  i s r espon si bl e for  h i s f l ock ? ? 

[Saheeh Adab al -M ufrad no. 416]

Pr oh i bi t i on  of  Tor tu r i n g An i m al s

Ibn  ̀ Um ar  (m ay Al lah be pleased with h im ) 
nar rated that the Prophet sal la al laahu alayhi  
wa salam  said, "A w om an  en ter ed  the (H el l ) 

Fi r e because of  a cat  w h i ch  she had  t i ed , 

n ei ther  gi v i n g i t  food  n or  set t i n g i t  f r ee to 

eat  f r om  the ver m i n  of  the ear th". [Bukhar i  

no. 3318]

Pr oh i bi t i on  of  Poach i n g An i m al s

Ibn 'Um ar  (m ay Al lah be pleased with h im ) 
repor ted that the Prophet sal la al laahu alayhi  
wa salam  said: "Ver i l y  the gr eatest  si n  i n  the 

si gh t  of  Al l ah  i s [then  he m en t i on ed  th r ee. 

Fr om  them  i s] . . . to k i l l  an  an i m al  for  

am usem en t ". [Saheeh Jam i no.1567]

Sl aughter i n g An i m al s M er ci fu l l y

 Shaddad bin  Aws (m ay Al lah be pleased with 
h im ) said that the Prophet sal la al laahu alayhi  
wa salam  said: ?Ver i l y  Al l ah  has pr escr i bed  

Ihsan  (per fect i on )  i n  al l  th i n gs. So i f  you  k i l l  

then  k i l l  w el l , an d  i f  you  sl aughter , then  

sl aughter  w el l . Let  each on e of  you  shar pen  

h i s bl ade an d  l et  h i m  spar e su f fer i n g to the 

an i m al  he sl aughter s.? [M usl im ]

M u'awiya ibn Qur ra repor ted that h is father  
said, "A m an  sai d , 'M essen ger  of  Al l ah , I  w as 

goi n g to sl aughter  a sheep an d  then  I  fel t  

m er cy/p i ty  for  i t '. The Pr ophet  sal l a al l aahu  

al ayh i  w a sal am  sai d  tw i ce, 'Si n ce you  

show ed m er cy to the sheep, Al l ah  w i l l  show  

m er cy to you ". [Si lsi latus-Saheeha no. 26]

al -M unaawi (1031 H .), m ay Al lah have m ercy 
upon him , said: "Sl aughter  i t  w i th  m er cy. Do 

n ot  k n ock  i t  dow n  w i th  for ce, do n ot  d r ag i t  to 

sl aughter  w i th  for ce...an d  do n ot  sl aughter  i t  

i n  the pr esen ce of  an other  an i m al ". [Tayseer  

bi  Sharh Jam i as-Sagheer  (1/518)]

Shaikh al -Albani  (1420 H .), m ay Al lah have 
m ercy upon him , said: "These ar e som e 

n ar r at i on s w h i ch  I  have foun d  un t i l  n ow  

i n d i cat i n g the am oun t  of  i n f l uen ce the 

gu i del i n es of  the Pr ophet  sal l a al l aahu  

al ayh i  w a sal am  had  on  the ear l i er  M usl i m s 

i n  r egar ds to hav i n g m er cy upon  an i m al s. 

Th i s i n  r eal i ty  i s on l y a sm al l  por t i on  [of  the 

n ar r at i on s] f r om  a gr eater  am oun t  an d  a 

d r op i n  the ocean . In  that  i s a cl ear  

el uci dat i on  that  i t  i s Isl am  that  has 

establ i shed  the pr i n ci p l e of  k i n dn ess 

tow ar ds an i m al s. Un l i k e w hat  som e peopl e 

w ho ar e i gn or an t  of  Isl am  th i n k  that  i t  w as 

establ i shed  by the d i sbel i ever s i n  Eu r ope..." 

[Si lsi latus-Saheeha  (1/69)]
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Bism il lah ar -Rahm an ar -Raheem

Al l  Praise is  due to Al lah and m ay Peace 
and Blessings be upon the Prophet, h is 
Com panions, and his fol lowers unt i l  the 
Last Day. 

As for  what proceeds:

This is the f i f th  pam phlet in  the 
I ntroduction to I slam  ser ies, which are 

designed to in tr oduce authentic Islam  in  
a sim ple and clear  m anner. In  th is 
pam phlet, you wi l l  learn about an im al  
r ights in  Islam . I  ask  Al lah, our  Lord, to 
guide us to the Straight Path. Ver i ly, H e is 
capable of al l  th ings. 

 

    

An i m al s H ave Ri gh ts

Sahl  bin  'Am r  (m ay Al lah be pleased with h im ) 
said:?The M essen ger  of  Al l ah  sal l a al l aahu  

al ayh i  w a sal am  happen ed  to pass by a 

cam el  w hose bel l y  w as st i ck i n g to i ts back  

(because of  hun ger ), w her eupon  he sai d , 

Fear  Al l ah  i n  r espect  to these an i m al s w h i ch  

ar e un abl e to speak . Ri de them  w h i l e they 

ar e f i t  an d  sl aughter  them  an d  eat  thei r  m eat  

w hen  they ar e f i t ". [Si lsi latus-Saheeha no. 23]

Abu H urair ah (m ay Al lah be pleased with h im ) 
repor ted the Prophet sal la al laahu alayhi  wa 
salam  said ?Do n ot  t r eat  the back s of  you r  

beasts as pu l p i ts, for  Al l aah  has on l y m ade 

them  subject  to you  so you  can  r each a tow n  

w h i ch  you  can n ot  r each w i thou t  d i f f i cu l ty. 

H e has appoi n ted  the ear th  (a f l oor  to w or k ) 

for  you , so con duct  you r  busi n ess on  i t?. 

[Si lsi latus-Saheeha no. 22]

Shaikh Ibn ul -'Uthaym een (1421 H .), m ay Al lah 
have m ercy upon him , said: "Fr om  that  al so i s 

that  the Pr ophet  sal l a al l aahu  al ayh i  w a 

sal am  or der ed  k i n dn ess to an i m al s an d  that  

i t  i s obl i gator y upon  a per son  to t r eat  them  

w i th  a good  t r eatm en t . H e does n ot  bu r den  

them  w i th  w hat  they can n ot  bear , n or  

r est r i cts them  i n  ter m s of  food  or  d r i n k . 

Fr om  that  al so i s that  a per son  r i des a r i d i n g 

beast  al on e an d  he can  car r y som eon e 

beh i n d  h i m  w i th  the con d i t i on  that  the 

r i d i n g beast  can  bear  that ..." [Sharh 

Riyaadhus-Sal iheen (4/594)]

An i m al s H ave Em ot i on s

Abdul lah ibn Ja'far  (m ay Al lah be pleased with 
h im ) said: ?...Al l  of  a sudden  w hen , a cam el  

saw  the Pr ophet  sal l a al l aahu  al ayh i  w a 

sal am , i t  w ept  ten der l y , pr oduci n g a 

year n i n g soun d  an d  i ts eyes f l ow ed . The 

Pr ophet  sal l a al l aahu  al ayh i  w a sal am  cam e 

to i t  an d  w i ped  the tem pl e of  i ts head . So i t  

k ept  si l en t . H e then  sai d : ?W ho i s the m aster  

of  th i s cam el ? W hose cam el  i s th i s?? A 

youn g m an  f r om  the An sar  cam e an d  sai d : 

?Th i s i s m i n e, M essen ger  of  Al l ah  .? H e sai d  

?Don ?t  you  fear  Al l aah  abou t  th i s beast  

w h i ch  Al l aah  has gi ven  i n  you r  possessi on ? 

I t  has com pl ai n ed  to m e that  you  k eep i t  

hun gr y an d  l oad  i t  heav i l y  w h i ch  fat i gues 

i t ". [Si lsi latus-Saheeha no. 20]

The M essenger  of Al lah sal la al laahu alayhi  wa 
salam  once passed by a m an who had his foot 
on the side of a sheep, and he was sharpening 
h is kn i fe whi le i t  was glancing at h im  with i ts 
eyes. So he [the M essenger  of Al lah] said: 
"W hy n ot  befor e th i s [i .e. w hy d i d  you  n ot  

shar pen  the k n i fe befor e br i n gi n g the sheep 

ou t  for  sl aughter ]? Do you  w an t  i t  to d i e tw o 

deaths?" [Si lsi latus-Saheeha no. 24]

Gi v i n g An i m al s Pr oper  Feed

Ibn ?Um ar  (m ay Al lah be pleased with h im ) 
repor ted that the M essenger  of Al lah sal la 
al laahu alayhi  wa salam  pr oh i bi ted  eat i n g the 

an i m al  w h i ch  feeds on  f i l th , an d  al so 

d r i n k i n g i ts m i l k . [Saheeh Sunan Abi Dawood 

no. 3785]

  


